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“Long lay the world in sin and error pining, ‘Til He appear’d and the
soul felt its worth. A thrill of hope the weary world rejoices."
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on 2020.
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The demands of ever-changing virus
information have kept all staff busy
safeguarding our clients’ and volunteers’
health and well-being. I’m proud to
share that EPS’ caring team exhibits daily
exemplary professionalism to ensure
continued care to women at risk for
abortion.
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Since 1973, Essential Pregnancy Services has
existed as a haven for women experiencing
unplanned and under-supported pregnancies. Our work is founded on the principle of
upholding the dignity of all persons – born
and unborn – through compassionate care
for women at risk for abortion.

This year has been especially tough on our clients. They have struggled with
anxiety, worrying they would not have enough support or emotional strength to
care for their little ones.
Although it’s been challenging for all, we have experienced tremendous joy.
We’ve seen mothers turn away from fear and embrace hope when they meet
their babies for the first time on ultrasound. We’ve seen our clients beam with
happiness as they excitedly select beautiful clothing and much-needed baby
items from our boutique. And we’ve seen delight on the faces of our donors –
many of you – when donations are delivered to our doorsteps.
Yes, this year has been somethin’ else, but we have persevered!
Now, as I pause and look to the New Year, I think of the lyrics from “O Holy
Night” which was one of my mom’s favorite hymns. As we fall on our knees
in thanksgiving and as we await the celebration of our dear Savior’s birth, our
glowing hearts sing sweet hymns of gratitude to all of you for your unfailing
support. And to those just learning about EPS – welcome! We are eager to
share our mission with you.
We humbly ask for continued prayers as we work to inspire hope, joy and life!
In gratitude,

LAURA BUDDENBERG, MS
Executive Director

inspire life
B

e a beacon of light and hope for women experiencing
unplanned and under-supported pregnancies. Your gift to EPS
will inspire women to choose life even amidst the most difficult of
circumstances. Learn more about inspire life on page 9. Or donate
now!

give now

Go to FRIENDSOFEPS.ORG, scan the QR code
to visit our site, or text-to-give at 402.275.5678.
For assistance donating, call 402.554.0121.
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fundraising snapshot

BREAKFAST FOR LIFE
$32,000

Approximate funds raised in first-ever
virtual breakfast

76

Total sponsors
includes support from businesses,
couples, foundations, and families

online breakfast event
A Virtual Success

T

he 10th Annual EPS Breakfast for Life was held on Saturday, Aug. 15, 2020. Like so many events over these past eight
months, the breakfast was shifted to be held virtually and the event had to be re-imagined in a new and creative way.

“I thoroughly enjoyed being able to participate in the virtual EPS Breakfast for Life,” said EPS board member, Kim
Volpone, who attended for her third year. “Because of the pandemic, I would not have otherwise been able to
participate this year.”
Friends of EPS tuned into the event to listen to the inspirational message of our incredible guest speaker, Kristan
Hawkins, President of Students for Life of America. Kristan also joined in live to participate in a Q&A session with our
guests. Thanks to the coordinating efforts of the EPS Auxiliary, generous underwriting, and the kindness of so many
hard-working supporters, the first-ever virtual breakfast was able to raise about $32,000.
“While there is a pandemic happening in the world, the need for support to mothers and children does not dissipate,”
said Kim. “There is an even bigger need to fund these types of organizations. The work that EPS does is so crucial.”
We have many people to thank! Our sincere gratitude to the women of the EPS Auxiliary, Kristan Hawkins, Aimee
Melton, Lt. Governor Mike Foley, Congressman Don Bacon, Fr. Tom Fangman, Pastor Bryan Drebes, the individuals,
families and businesses who provided support by underwriting the costs of the event, and to all who attended virtually!
Thank you and our sponsors (listed below) for making this event a success. Find the event program at friendsofeps.org.

our event sponsors

$5,000 Mike & Suzie Lawler
$2,000+ Bob & Lisa Goldsmith
$1,000 Roger & Charlotte Curry, DDS; Mary Anne Dworak;
Adrian & Mary Jo Goettl; Jeanne Patrick, NP Dodge;
Stephen & Anne Raynor; Louie & Kathi Rotella
$500+ ACCESSbank; Ronald & Elizabeth Gordon; Pat &
Beth Gorup; John & Mary Ann Kellogg; Lutz Financial
Services, LLC; Patrick & Anne Mahoney; Daniel &
Natalie Miller; Larry & Amy Roland; Tom & Cindy
Shimerda; Doug & Elaine Wilwerding
+
Michael & Jan Brannen, Roger & Laura Buddenberg,
$250
Alan & Deanna D’Agosto, Dr. John Chedester, Ron &
Patty Dyrda, Paul & Bernadette Esposito, Kirk & Elaine
Estee, George & Judy Erdei, Patrick & Sharon Flanery,
Lloyd & Barbara Gray, David & Mary Anne Hoover,
Michael & Mary Kelly, Daniel & Nancy Kuhl, Tom &
Jean Lund, Bob & Diane McGill, Dave & Liz Sambol,
Raimund & Kim Volpone, and Jane Werner

ADDITIONAL SPONSORS Lang Anderson III,
Mary Baum, Nancy Bohnenkamp, John & Elaine
Boyce, Bernadette Bresnahan, Catherine Cook,
Justin & Mary Crosby, Dee D’Agosto, Dan &
Corinne Dineen, Mike & Sue Dobel, Gail Endorf,
Mike & Donna Foley, Wayne & Sandra Gilsdorf,
Deanna Haggerty, Tammy Hill, Raymond &
Jeanne Huelskamp, Sandra Ihnen, Robert & Mary
Kennedy, Steven Langenfeld, Gertrude Lazure,
Dcn. Pat & Rosie Lenz, Tom & Jean Lund, Dan
McGill, Ken & Judy Nanfito, Vern & Jan Ohlinger,
Craig & Kay Olson, Larry & JoAnn Peterson, Cliff
& Carol Roberston, John & Missi Schembari,
Daniel & Francean Slavin, Ellen Snoddy, Vic &
Jane Stevenart, Mary Thornton, Andree Towey,
Robert & Mary Vacek, Brett & Theresa Werner,
Ralph & Hedy Winkelbauer, and Donald & Mary
Zebolsky
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OUR
STORIES

For women at risk for abortion, EPS’ free services provide the support needed to
make the difference between a life-affirming or life-ending decision. Women tell us
they contemplate abortion for many reasons, including financial unpreparedness,
perceived bad timing or unplanned pregnancy, interference with educational/
vocational plans, partner-related issues (e.g., if a relationship is troubled or new,
abuse, or maybe the wrong guy), stress about adding another child to the family,
emotionally/mentally not ready, and more. Our greatest opportunities are to inspire
women to see futures filled with hope and offer support so they can choose life.

a change of heart

As experienced by Barbara, staff nurse
A tall, very stoic, young lady entered Maple Village. At
just 18 years old and pregnant, she appeared poised and
mature for someone her age. I invited her to our ultrasound room where we could talk confidentially.
She told me she had come for her appointment without the knowledge of the father of the baby. She didn’t
tell him because they were just friends and she wanted
to end the pregnancy. She lamented about being too
young to be a mom. I reassured her that many women
who come to EPS feel the same way. I let her know that
her feelings were normal and explained that, despite her
uncertainty, she didn’t need to rush a decision about her
pregnancy.
As I performed the initial ultrasound revealing a gestational sac, she remained expressionless and said nothing
when I confirmed her pregnancy. She declined my offer
for options education, but she did schedule a second ultrasound. That night, and many nights after for the next
couple of weeks, I prayed for her.
Weeks later, she returned for a follow-up appointment.
“I think I’m going to abort,” she stated as we began her
second ultrasound. The scan revealed a seven-week,
four-day-old baby with a beating heart. Again, she
showed no emotion while watching her baby on the
screen.
As we ended the appointment, she accepted my offer
of prenatal vitamins and a hand-made baby blanket. She
carefully picked one out and clutched the blanket tightly
in her arms. For a moment, I felt hopeful. Before leaving,
she made a commitment to return two weeks later for a
third ultrasound. That night I, again, kneeled in prayer
asking God to open her heart and mind to choosing life.
Two weeks passed; she didn’t show. I felt a sadness come
over me. I wondered, had she decided to abort?
The next day, I reached out to her. She answered the
phone even though she was at work. She seemed cheerful when she told me she had decided, with the support
of the father of the baby, to carry to term and to parent.
My heart leaped! I told her how brave and courageous
she was, and that EPS would support her before and after the birth of her baby. I congratulated her and encouraged her to join our parenting program.
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As I reflect on this young lady’s journey to accepting the
gift of motherhood, I thank God for my small role in it. Indeed, my small acts of service were just that, while He is
the only one who truly has the power to change a heart.

a sign from above

As experienced by Jeanie, staff nurse
Sometimes the journey to healing and hope for women
facing crisis pregnancies starts outside the walls of EPS.
Recently, a client on her way to a scheduled abortion
came to us after interacting with a sidewalk advocate
outside of Maple Village. She arrived at EPS feeling
broken, suffering from past abortions and sexual trauma.
She was angry and overwhelmed with all the circumstances in her life. Already raising a young son on her
own, she didn’t know where to turn.
After giving the client the gift of pause and a chance
to reflect on her feelings, she broke down in tears and
was able to open up and start sharing some of her fears.
She didn’t want to abort her baby, she just needed help.
What I saw was an incredibly resilient and smart woman,
who amazed me with her strength and courage. I let her
know that EPS is here to help carry her through these
difficult times. I reminded her that she can start the road
to healing and happiness, and that her past decisions do
not define her.
I think the most beautiful moment was near the end of
our consult when the client shared that she had prayed
on her way to her scheduled abortion for God to intervene and show her a sign if He didn’t want her to abort
her baby. It was then that she heard the voice of the
sidewalk advocate who called out to her, “Hi friend!
Hello there, friend!” The client knew that was her sign
from God.
The client has since started counseling at EPS and
enrolled in our parenting program as she prepares for
the birth of her baby. She has a renewed hope and
excitement for the future. She was walking around so
long with such a heavy burden on her shoulders, and I
can only hope that EPS has set her on a path to healing.

eps mom melody & baby sofia

a helping hand

A Family's Gratitude for EPS' Parenting Program
When Melody discovered she was pregnant shortly after marrying her husband in 2016, she knew they would need
some additional help to parent their child. Aware of EPS and its services from a past visit to get a pregnancy test,
Melody went to EPS in search of a support system to help carry her through her pregnancy and beyond.
She immediately felt the genuine concern and care the staff had for her. She began attending classes while pregnant
with her baby boy and continued once he was born. Right away she enjoyed being able to talk to other moms who
were going through the same things she was experiencing.
“Just seeing people’s faces on a weekly basis was the highlight of my week. I would go two to three times a week with
my son,” says Melody.
Just before she graduated out of the program with her son, Melody became pregnant but lost her baby to a
miscarriage. She is grateful for EPS’ support during her loss. A few months later, Melody and her husband learned
they were pregnant again, this time with a baby girl. With continued financial concerns and limited family support, she
was thankful to be warmly welcomed back to classes.
“I feel like EPS is my friends and family,” says Melody. “They were excited for me. They were happy and rejoicing with
me when my family wasn’t able to because they were going through their own issues. It’s kind of like I had a family
outside of my family and it’s nice.”
Throughout her journey at EPS, Melody has relied on the boutique for much needed items for her children. “I’ve
been able to get everything we needed down to socks, wet wipes and diapers, and toys for the kids’ Christmas,” says
Melody. She has even been able to find clothes and nursing supplies for herself. Mostly, she says, she treasures the
support and love from staff, volunteers, and donors.
“I know the diapers are coming from somewhere, I know the clothes with tags on them are coming from somewhere…
thank you, thank you! There’s not enough gratitude in the world. If it were not for EPS and the help that EPS has given
me, I would not have been able to keep my child. I honestly would not have been able to afford it.”
Even through COVID-19, Melody has found solace and comfort at EPS. She says just being able to join and log into
online classes has helped her feel connected and appreciated.
“Jessica (instructor) is very engaging with everyone in the class and takes the time to ask each of us how we and our
kids are doing,” says Melody.
As her daughter approaches 18 months, Melody says she is trying to mentally prepare herself to leave EPS. But she
has plans to come back and volunteer one day.
“EPS has been a part of my family for the past five years. You guys have actually taken a huge piece of my heart, my
husband’s heart and my kids’ heart. I’m going to miss you all when I’m gone!”

5

GLO
W
t
fi
e
n
e
b
dinner

25
YEARS

You're invited to join EPS in celebrating its 25th Annual Benefit Dinner!

MARK YOUR CALENDAR Sunday, March 21, 2021
GLOW – Giving Life through Our Works – is the cornerstone event for EPS and is the largest fundraiser of the year!
Normally held in January or February, we are excited to announce that this year’s 25th annual celebration will be held
in March on Sunday the 21st. We will be going virtual with a live segment you can watch from the comfort of your own
home! This will allow us to open our event on a whole new level and reach and engage even more supporters!
Looking back over the years, we have had some amazing speakers and presenters. From renowned film director, Jon
Erwin, to nationally known Christian comedian, Jeff Allen, each year GLOW has brought the community together to
help keep EPS as a frontline responder to the crisis of abortion. Specifically, GLOW 2020 brought record-breaking
attendance with over 900 guests who gathered to listen to keynote speaker, Shawn Carney, co-founder of 40 Days for
Life. We hope to build upon that success and break even more records in 2021!
e invite you to host a small group of friends, colleagues and/or parishioners at your
W
home and raise your glasses in celebration with us! Your voice, your donation and your
ways to help personal
invitation to friends and family to attend this event will make a difference and
help inspire women to choose life.

ONLINE AUCTION The online auction is integral to the success of GLOW fundraising efforts. Donations to the
online auction can be made by contacting Lori at 402.554.0121 or lrice@essentialps.org.
HOST A WATCH PARTY Details coming soon! Please consider gathering a small group of friends, colleagues and/or
parishioners at your home to join us for this milestone event!
SPREAD THE WORD Connect with us on Facebook - search, Friends of Essential Pregnancy Services - and join our
mailing list to stay on top of current agency news and events. Email your first name, last name and email address to
Mary at mcrosby@essentialps.org.
FORMAL INVITATIONS GLOW invitations will land in mailboxes after the New Year. Would you like to extend an
invitation to someone you know? Please call EPS to request additional invites. We appreciate your efforts to share this
opportunity with your networks.
SPONSOR & ADVERTISE Sponsorship packages will be mailed in January. Be on the lookout. There is something for
everyone!

moved to action

Lisa's Journey to Volunteering through GLOW
A couple of years ago, Lisa Fangman attended her first GLOW dinner at the request of a friend, not really knowing
much about EPS or what to expect.
“I just remember it being an event that I went to and left really thinking about what EPS does and what EPS
provides. It hit home,” says Lisa.
The event brought her to reflect on her own journey to motherhood and the struggles she endured up until the birth
of her only child, an 8-year-old son, Chris.
“It took us five years to have Chris and I had many losses along the way,” says Lisa quietly. “I was just struggling so
much with my faith."
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Story continues on page 11...

eps mom lisa & baby lukas

eps baby amora

seeing through the fog

A reflection by Hinke, professional counselor
disorientation is a fascinating, dangerous and sometimes deadly phenomenon in aviation. As a licensed
Spatial
counselor and a pilot’s wife, I have found an eerie similarity between a pilot experiencing spatial disorientation and
a woman experiencing a crisis pregnancy.
Confused? Allow me to explain.
Spatial disorientation occurs when a pilot is unable to determine his airplane’s true position under cloudy and foggy
weather conditions. A pilot’s senses have been compromised and disagree with reality. Up feels down, left feels right,
and a steep descend can feel like the plane is flying upwards.
Similarly, people can easily lose their sense of direction in an emotional crisis. They cannot remember which way is
up or down. People in crisis often feel so lost that they struggle to remember what is right or wrong in the uncertain
circumstances they find themselves in. An all-consuming fear takes hold and threatens to derail their reality.
In the case of an unplanned pregnancy, the consequences can be deadly.
Over the years, I have spoken to hundreds of post-abortive women who are completely bewildered by the choices
they made while facing a crisis pregnancy. In hindsight, when the clouds part and the fog lifts they finally start to see
things clearly. Heartbroken, they often don’t recognize themselves in the terrible choice they made.
But there’s hope.
In the world of aviation, when pilots experience spatial disorientation, the only way to overcome the illusions – and
avoid disaster, death and destruction – is to trust their instruments completely.
Likewise, EPS exists to be God’s instruments; that is, His hands and feet to serve, and His truth to be spoken to
women experiencing unimaginable fears, confusion, and hardships. If a woman will trust us, we can help guide her
until the fog lifts.
Until both mother and child can land safely.
OUR STORIES EPS client testimonials appearing on our website or in our newsletters are received via text, audio or video submission.
These testimonials reflect real life experiences of those who have used our services. Clients provide testimonials voluntarily and are not
reimbursed for their participation. Essential Pregnancy Services is not responsible for any opinions or comments made in client testimonials. In stories as experienced by staff, names and personally identifiable information have been redacted or omitted to protect
client confidentiality.
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BIRTH ANNOUNCEMENTS

We are excited to announce the births of
75 babies since our summer newsletter! Please keep
these babies and their mothers in your daily prayers!
Addai
Adeya
Amelia
Anthony
Ariana
Ashref
Ashton
Aylani
Bennet
Brycin
Cartier
Chandler
Collin
Daelynn
Dariyah
Latrice
Dawson
Deloris
Dezyre
sofia

Eciu
Elliott
Enam
Ernie
Ewin
Gianna
Hannah
Hazle
Hunter
Isiah
Isiah
Israel
Jace
Jaden
Jasper
JaToyia
Jaxxon
Jayden
Kablia

Kamara
Khalil
Kora
Landen
La'Taya
Legacy
Linston
Lukas
Maluanie
Marlo
Mar'siah
Maverick
Meylen
Miracle
Mookheela
Nora
Nuri
Olivia
Payton

Phoenix
Prince
Riona
Rowan
Sara
Shloka
Sinthua
Sky
Skyler
Sneha
Stella
Travis
Ty'Jae
Vanellope
Victoria
Xavier
Zahrya
Zara

If you've been inspired by our stories, we invite you –
once again – to contribute to EPS' life-affirming work
with your donation. These are just a few ways your gift
can support our work:
$5,000 Funds All Three EPS Locations for One Day
Ensure compassionate and professional care for
women at risk for abortion.
$1,000 Underwrites the EPS Helpline for One Week
Connect women in crisis with EPS staff through our
helpline. This first person-to-person contact is our
opportunity to schedule life-saving appointments.
$500 Supports the Cost of Pregnancy Testing &
Ultrasounds for One Day
Guarantee access for women to free pregnancy tests
and ultrasounds. Pregnancy testing is the starting
point for providing answers to women who are facing
possible pregnancies. Ultrasound scanning can confirm
that a pregnancy is viable. Our ultrasound machines
allow women to see and connect with their babies,
giving them opportunities to learn the facts about their
pregnancies and to make informed decisions.
$100 Provides Pregnancy Options Education to Three
Women
Make it possible for our professional nurses to educate
women about their pregnancy options and resources
available to them if they choose to parent or create an
adoption plan.

WAYS TO GIVE When you visit friendsofeps.org, you
will find donation level opportunities for your consideration (also highlighted below), as well as information
about membership in the EPS Lighthouse Society.
GENERAL DONATION GIVING LEVELS
Friend of EPS
Life Preserver, $250+
Compass, $500+
EPS LIGHTHOUSE SOCIETY
Lighthouse Member, $1,000+
Beacon of Light, $2,500+
Beacon of Hope, $5,000+
Lighthouse Keeper, $10,000+
DONATE Use the envelope that we've included in our
newsletter. Or, save the stamp and go to our website,

FRIENDSOFEPS.ORG

Thank you for being a beacon of light and hope for
women at risk for abortion and those in need of loving
support and compassionate care.
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join today!

AUXILIARY

PROVIDING SUPPORT & HOPE for WOMEN

A

fter less than two years of being part of the EPS Auxiliary, Andrea Robles has stepped up to serve as
president-elect this year and plans to serve as president for 2021-22.

As a newer Catholic, having gone through the RCIA program several years ago, Andrea was looking for an avenue to
take her faith out into the community. After attending a few EPS events such as the Breakfast for Life and GLOW, she
was drawn to EPS’ efforts in providing education and additional resources to women facing crisis pregnancies and
decided to join the EPS Auxiliary in 2019.
As a young mom herself with three children, Andrea desires to let other women who are pregnant know there is a
support system out there of people who care about them and want to help.
“I didn’t fully understand how big of a role the Auxiliary plays in EPS fundraising until I joined the Auxiliary,” says
Andrea. “I just didn’t realize all the different activities planned each year!”
“We’re providing these resources but not passing along any judgment. That’s something that I love – that those resources are there – but you know you’ve got to love people and meet them where they are at.”

BECOME A MEMBER Become an active member of the EPS Auxiliary or support our efforts with your

donation, today! The group meets at 9AM on the second Wednesdays of September, November, January, March
and May; and at 6PM on the second Wednesdays of October, February and April. There is no attendance
requirement, but your presence is appreciated.
Please share your interest in joining by checking the box on the enclosed envelope and returning it to EPS. We
thank you in advance for your kind generosity to help inspire women, educate families, and save lives!

CURRENT MEMBERSHIP Thank you to all those listed below who have responded to the EPS Auxiliary

membership drive and have sent in their contributions as of October 24, 2020. This list includes the names of those
who have renewed or *joined the Auxiliary for the year – August 2020 through May 2021. If your name is missing,
please call Diane at 402.554.0121. Thanks again for your service!

Susan Adams
Callista Ambrose
Mary Eileen Andreasen
Helen Andrews
Carol Balus
Ellen Batenhorst
Ann Bauer
Mary Baum
Barbara Bene
Peggy Berens
Debbie Bezousek
Jan Brannen
Kate Brennan
Bernadette Bresnahan
*Rose Byam
Dolores Carlisle
*Christy Carpino
Valerie Conzett
*Bernie Culver
*Mary Czyz
Deanna D'Agosto
Dee D'Agosto
Linda Daly
Mary Dek
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Tammy Delashmutt
Joan Dunlap
Mary Anne Dworak
Patty Dyrda
Shirley Eike
Judy Erdei
Anne Erftmier
Kathy Esch
*Bernadette Esposito
Elaine Estee
Lisa Fangman
Nancy Fitzgerald
*Susan Gnann
Gayle Goetz
Lisa Goldsmith
Jean Gordon
Kathy Grandsaert
Joan Grinbergs
Pamela Grosse
Mary Katherine Helget
Carol Heng
Mary Hilger
Tamara Hill
Mary Anne Hoover

Theresa Howell
Ann Hug
Irene Jasper
*Carole Julian
Margaret Kardell
*Kay Keblesh
Mary Ann Kellogg
Mary Kelly
Mary Kennedy
Carol Kramper
Virginia Kurzak
Suzie Lawler
Mary Leighton
*Colleen Leise
Sheryl Lenagh
Jean Lund
Anne Mahoney
*Karen Mancuso
Mary Mark
Ann McGill
Diane McGill
*Jan McGill
*Rochelle McGill
Marguerite McLeay

Cindy McMahon
*Shirley McNally
Patricia Mordeson
Ellin Murphy
*Susan Naatz
Patty Neppl
Barb O'Brien
Linda O'Hare
*Mary Jo Pedersen
Susan Peters
Jo Ann Peterson
Carla Petrick-Martindale
Barb Pflaum
Danna Plummer
Shirley Ramaekers
Andrea Robles
Kathi Rotella
Connie Royal
Cathy Rush
*Cindy Schmad
Vicki Sempek
Sue Shaddy
Pat Shanley
Cindy Shimerda

*Lucy Smith
Marty Smith
Sue Smith
Peggy Staup
*Rhonda Stratman
*Kelly Thielen
Margie Timmerman
*Annette Townley
Karla Townley
Sharon Ursick
Mary Virgillito
Jane Werner
Mary Whiteing
Kathy Wiese
Pamela Wigton
Mary Ellen Wilhelmi
Julie Wilson
Rose Wilson
Sandra Wilwerding
Hedy Winkelbauer
*Mary Zach

Honors & Memorials
July 16 – Nov.10, 2020

honors

MARGARET HOARTY
Patrick Hoarty

PATSY MCGONIGAL
Vern & Jan Ohlinger

MIKE & BETH JARESKE
Michael & Jan Brannen

DR. JOHN McLEAY
Richard & Michaela Belatti
Mark & Michelle Delisi
Forest Green Lawn &
Landscaping, LLC
Doug & Priya Hoffman
Robert & Mary Kennedy
Carol Kontor & John Bertoni
Phillip & Denise Kreski
James & Mary Kuklenski
Lisa Ledom
John & Mary Joyce Passarelli
Angelo & Daphne Patil
Robert & Bonnie Schulte
Thomas & Margaret Shoemaker
Thomas & Melanie Sutko
Thomas & Sheila Waring

JOE & DIANE SCHWALLER
J. Bradley & Emily D Kucera
ELLEN WEIST
Patricia Ervin
Continued from page 6...
As she searched for answers and found some
clarity through prayer, she also reflected on the
ways EPS strives to help women experiencing an
unplanned and under-supported pregnancy.
“I do believe with EPS that sometimes it just takes
them [mothers] being shown a different way, being
shown that they can have these services and that
they aren’t alone. That people do care.”
Lisa continued to attend the dinners in 2019 and
2020 and left each time feeling inspired and moved
by the client stories and the efforts of EPS staff and
volunteers to help women choose life.
“GLOW offers an opportunity for people to come
and see what EPS is about. It can inspire people
and lead to big changes,” says Lisa.
As her passion for EPS grew, Lisa searched for ways
to become more involved. She joined the EPS
Auxiliary in 2019 and stepped up to serve as secretary this year and plans to continue in that role next
year.
“One thing I continue to be so impressed by is the
fact that EPS partners the education piece with the
assistance it provides. It’s not a model I feel like
you see frequently,” says Lisa. “EPS also focuses on
the education piece to hopefully make more longterm changes.”
Lisa is still brought to tears when she recalls the
client testimonial video shared at GLOW 2020 and
the message from the keynote speaker, Shawn
Carney.
“I was so moved,” says Lisa. “It just went to a
whole other level, and I went home that night and I
was bawling as I told my husband about the stories
and the speaker. It moved me that much. I think
what you guys are doing is so powerful and we
need to get the message out,” says Lisa.

memorials

MARY ANN BELFORD
Wayne & Sarita Penka
RICHARD BOBEK
Frank & Karen Mancuso
DEBBIE BOWES
William Bowes, Jr.
Lloyd & Jean Mill
Optimist Club of
Papillion/La Vista
Fred Uhe
AMELIA BUH
Ronald & Patty Dyrda
SAIGE CHOQUETTE
Annamarie Downard
HERB CROWLEY
Mary Jellen
RITA EVANS
Michael & Jan Brannen
LLOYD GRAY
Barbara Gray
Derald & Susan Peters
MORGAN HOLMES
Michael & Jan Brannen
Tom & Connie Dunham
Mary Jorgensen
Bob & Diane McGill
Derald & Susan Peters
JANET & LLOYD KELLER
Richard & Nancy Lee
JUANITA KERRIGAN
Patrick Kerrigan
Michael & Carolina Mapes
JEFF LARSON
Ronald & Elizabeth Jean
Gordon

RUTH MCLEAY
Michaela & Richard Belatti
Eric & Kim Otten
Mary & James Root
AL MENGHINI
Fred Franco
CAROLYN O’BRIEN
Loretta Snyder
DR. RICHARD & MARY ANNE
PETERS
Marcia & Jeff Holbrook
BERNICE RENKEN
George & Judy Erdei
PAUL SCHAEFER
Ronald & Patty Dyrda
ROSEMARY SLEDGE
Ralph & Carol Kramper
EVELYN TIMMS
James Timms
DRAGA VERMILLION
Mary Ann Pirruccello Family
HONORING LOVED ONES

If you find an error in this
publication, please inform us
so we may correct it. Contact
us at info@essentialps.org or
call 402.554.0121. Thank you
for your generous support!
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WE'RE HIRING

EPS is hiring for the part-time
position of Receptionist. To learn
about this position and how to apply,
visit our website.
FRIENDSOFEPS.ORG/JOBS

mateo

holiday wish list

Our boutique shelves need stocking
this holiday season. Please consider
donating a gift from our wish list:
breastmilk storage bags
*clothes: 0-24 months
*clothes: 2T-5T
diapers: sizes 3-6
diaper rash cream
disposable breast pads
large and small bottles
newborn hand mittens
new convertible car seats
nipple cream
pack ‘n plays with bassinet
wipes
* fall and winter, boy and girl
View more items on our Christmas list!
We're registered at Amazon, Target, & Walmart.

ship your gift to us

You may be staying indoors more often these days in protection of your health, but you can still spread Christmas cheer
from the comfort of your home. Thankfully, there are package-delivering warriors out there who are committed to
ensuring that your thoughtful gifts get to their destinations! Ship your donation to Essential Pregnancy Services, 6220
Maple Street, Omaha, NE 68104. Links to our registries can be found at friendsofeps.org/boutique.

Shopping locally? If you're shopping locally and prefer to drop off your donation to EPS, we are currently accepting
donations on Tuesdays from 10AM - 4PM and on Wednesdays from 9AM - 3PM at our Benson center. When you arrive,
please park in the lot and ring the bell by the double white doors. If you can't drop off during those hours, call Tonya at
531.239.3136 to schedule a time. Thank you for thinking of EPS this holiday season. We wish you a very merry Christmas!

